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Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the structural model of the relationship between
critical thinking and religious identity with the mediating role of spiritual
intelligence. A descriptive-correlational design and structural equation modeling
(SEM) were employed. The statistical population consisted of all female high school
students in District 4 of Mashhad during the 2023-2024 academic year. A sample of
327 students was selected using a non-random sampling method based on inclusion
criteria and accessibility during the data collection period. Data were collected using
Ricketts’ Critical Thinking Disposition Assessment (CTDA), Khoushabi’s Religious
Identity Questionnaire, and King’s Spiritual Intelligence Self-Report Inventory
(SISRI). Data analysis was performed using Pearson correlation and SEM with SPSS
and AMOS software. The results indicated that the proposed model fit the data well.
A positive and significant relationship was observed between critical thinking and
spiritual intelligence, as well as between spiritual intelligence and religious identity.
Additionally, the mediating role of spiritual intelligence in the relationship between
critical thinking and religious identity was confirmed. Based on these findings,
focusing on enhancing critical thinking and spiritual intelligence can be effective in

promoting religious identity.
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